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• Geoffrey of Monmouth created Merlin Ambrosius 

based on the legends of Myrddin Wyllt and 

Ambrosius Aurelianus

• 2 main works Merlin appears in are Historia Regum 

Britanniae and Vita Merlini

 Monmouth creates 2 entirely different personalities

• Still, Merlin remains a villain 

Background



• Sword in the Stone

 Gives us good impression 

we have of him today

• Spread of Christianity 

changed his character 

fundamentally

General View of Merlin Today

https://d1u1p2xjjiahg3.cloudfront.net/43d0ee37-1b91-
4f16-bf7b-9d46dce45935.jpg



Merlin was Unique

http://www.crystalinks.com/merlinsmile.jpg



• Merlin’s mother, a nun, is raped by an incubus

• She has Merlin baptized upon his birth to cleanse 

him of any demonic influence 

• Half-demon, half-human

 Retains both demonic and godlike powers

• Later in his life, God decides to use Merlin as a 

messenger to the people

His Birth



Merlin’s Madness

• After losing his friends in a 

battle, Merlin is overcome by a 

madness

 Flees to the Woods for 

comfort

• Spends many years there, 

abandoning his sister and his 

wife, Guendoloena

• When he is forced to return, he 

gives a puzzling response 

when asked about his wife’s 

possible future with other men

• On Guendoloena’s wedding 

day, he murders the 

bridegroom

http://windling.typepad.com/.a/6a00e
54fcf73858834019102c18d7c970c-
800wi



The Story of the Apples

• On a hunting trip, Merlin and his 

companions come across a pile of 

apples

• Coincidentally, there are enough 

for all of them save one

• His friends are overcome with 

madness and some die

• Merlin says the apples came from 

one of his former lovers



Issues with the Story

http://www.mythencyclo
pedia.com/images/mlw_
0001_0003_0_img0132.j
pg

1. Merlin has been advisor to many kings

and even served as a leader

2. Merlin is a prophet

 Prophecy of the Threefold Death

• Merlin can be seen as the devil himself

 Scene’s similarity to “The First Sin”

 “Draconarius”



The Next Prophet

http://www.timelessm
yths.com/arthurian/gall
ery/merlinfairy.jpg

• At the end of Vita Merlini, Merlin’s sister, 

Ganieda, begins to prophesy about the fate of 

the world

• Merlin acknowledges her as God’s new 

prophet

 Says he has lost the powers given to 

him by God

• God has deemed him unfit as His 

messenger



• While Merlin has performed some generous acts in 

his life, he typically did so for his own advantage

• Monmouth’s attempts to make Merlin a hero in Vita 

Merlini fail 

• Given that this work is supposed to portray Merlin 

as a morally improved version of himself, we can 

conclude that he is a villain, and in some ways, a 

monster.

Conclusion




